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SHIRE OF BRUCE ROCK

AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES — 20 MARCH 2025

1. Declaration of Opening
The Chair, Cr Ram Rajagopalan declared the meeting open at 2.38pm.

2. Record of Attendance / Apologies / Leave of Absence (Previously Approved)

Chair Cr R Rajagopalan
Deputy Chair Cr AR Crooks
Councillor Cr SA Strange

Chief Executive Officer Mr M Furr
Independent Community Representative Mrs Catherine Negri
Manager of Governance and Community Services Mrs N Ugarte
Executive Services Officer Ms S Wood (Minutes)
Apologies

Manager of Finance Mr M Darby

3. Response to Previous Public Questions Taken on Notice
4. Public Question Time

5. Petitions / Deputations / Presentations / Submissions
6. Confirmation of Minutes

Audit Committee Meeting held on 4 February 2025.

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COMMITTEE DECISION
Resolution ARCM MAR 25 -6.1

Moved: CrS Strange
Seconded: Catherine Negri

That the minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee Meeting held on 4 February 2025 be confirmed as
a true and correct record.

For: Cr AR Crooks, Cr R Rajagopalan, Cr S Strange, C Negri
Against: Nil
Carried 4/0
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7. Reports of Officers

7.1. Annual Compliance Audit Return - 2024

File Reference

0325.7.1

Disclosure of Interest

Neither the Author nor Authorising Officer have any Impartiality, Financial
or Proximity Interest that requires disclosure.

Applicant

Nil

Previous Item Numbers

Nil

Date

10 March 2025

Author

Mark Furr — Chief Executive Officer

Authorising Officer

Mark Furr — Chief Executive Officer

Attachments

1. Compliance Audit Return 2024

Summary

The completed annual Compliance Audit Return for calendar year 2024 is presented to Council for

consideration.

Background

It is a requirement of all Local Governments to complete the annual Compliance Audit Return as part of their
regulatory obligations to the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries (Department).

Consultation

Consultation has been undertaken with:

e Chief Executive Officer;

e Manager of Governance and Community Services;
e Manager of Strategic Business Development;
e Manager of Works and Services

e Manager of Finance; and

e Governance and Grants Officer.

Statutory Environment

The following statutory provisions apply:
e Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 (WA), regulation 14 — Compliance audit return to be
reviewed by Audit Committee and report made to Council; and
e Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 (WA), regulation 15 — Once considered by Council, the
return is to be signed by the President and the Chief Executive Officer, and lodged with the

Department by 31 March.

Policy Implications

The Council’s Policy Manual contains no policies that relate, nor are there any proposed.

Financial Implications

There are no known relevant financial implications.
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Strategic Implications

Shire of Bruce Rock Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032

Outcome: 4.0 Governance Priorities

Strategy: 4.1 Our organisation is well positioned and has capacity for the future.

Risk Implications

Risk Risk Risk Impact / | Risk Principal Risk | Risk Action Plan
Likelihood | Consequence | Rating Theme (Controls or
Treatment
proposed)
Failure to present the Rare (1) Minor (2) Low (1-4) | Compliance Accept Officer
Compliance Audit Return Requirements | Recommendation

would result in the non-
compliance with
regulation 14 of the Local
Government (Audit)
Regulations 1996 (WA),
which may result in a

qualified audit.

Risk Matrix
Consequence | Insignificant Minor Moderate Major Catastrophic

Likelihood 1 2 3 4 5
Almost Certain 5 | Medium (5) High (10) High (15)
Likely 4 | Low (4) Medium (8) High (12) High (16) -
Possible 3 | Low (3) Medium (6) Medium (9) High (12) High (15)
Unlikely 2 | Low (2) Low (4) Medium (6) Medium (8) High (10)
Rare 1 | Low (1) Low (2) Low (3) Low (4) Medium (5)

A risk is often specified in terms of an event or circumstance and the consequences that may flow from it. An
effect may be positive, negative or a deviation from the expected and may be related to the following
objectives: work health and safety, financial, service interruption, compliance, reputation and environment.
A risk matrix has been prepared and a risk rating of two (2) has been determined for this item. Any items
with a risk rating of ten (10) or greater (considered to be a high or extreme risk) will be added to the Risk
Register, and any item with a risk rating of 16 or greater will require a specific risk treatment plan to be
developed.

Comment/Conclusion
The Compliance Audit Return has been completed for the 2024 calendar year and is submitted for review.

This comprehensive return contains ninety-four (94) questions that require a response. Any items of
non-compliance identified have been reported, as per the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 (WA).

Voting Requirements
Simple Majority Recommendations 1 and 2.
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OFFICERS’ RECOMMENDATION AND COMMITTEE DECISION 1 and 2
Resolution ARCM Mar 25 -7.1

Moved: Catherine Negri
Seconded: Cr AR Crooks

That, with respect to the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries’ Compliance
Audit Return for Calendar Year 2024, the Audit and Risk Committee note the items discussed in the
Shire’s Compliance Audit Report regarding:

e Delegation of Power/Duty;

e Disclosure of Interests;

e Disposal of Property;

e Local Government Employees; and

e Tenders for Providing Goods and Services.

That, with respect to the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries’ Compliance
Audit Return for Calendar Year 2024, the Audit and Risk Committee recommend to Council the
acceptance of the Compliance Audit Return for 2024, in accordance with the Local Government Audit
Regulations 1996 (WA).

For: Cr AR Crooks, Cr R Rajagopalan, Cr S Strange, and C Negri
Against: Nil
Carried 4/0
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8. New Business of an Urgent Nature Introduced by Discussion of the Meeting
9. Confidential Items
10. Closure of Meeting

The Chair Cr R Rajagopalan closed the meeting at 2.42pm

These minutes were confirmed at a meeting on

Cr Ram Rajagopalan

Chair
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