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Darren Mol lenoyux

As 2020 draws to an end we can be proud of
both Council’s and the Community’s resilience
in what has been a trying year.  The Shire have
shown how innovative and resilient we are and
have handled every challenge thrown our way
to ensure we were able to serve, protect and
deliver to our community during this testing
period.  Our resilience as a Shire and
Community through Covid-19 and the handling
of the shop has been recognised at the State
and Federal level and we should all be proud of
our efforts.
 
Here is a brief update on a few projects and
points of interest as we head into the
Christmas break.

Supermarket

Main Street
Revitalisation

Grant Funding 



Council engaged Wheatbelt Business
Network to undertake a community survey to
consult on both the temporary supermarket
and the new grocery store proposal that
Council is working through.  The community's
participation was extremely high with 211
surveys being returned, and results have
shown an overwhelming support for Council’s
approach in dealing with the loss of our
grocery store in Bruce Rock.  The survey
results show that of the 211 responses, only
4 opposed Council operating the temporary
supermarket until a permanent and higher
level supermarket can be offered in Bruce
Rock.  Council is pleased to continue in
providing this essential service delivery to its
community.

In relation to the question “Do you support
the Shire of Bruce Rock’s intention to
construct a new building to attract a retailer
and accommodate a new grocery store”, 209
responded to this question, with an
overwhelming 205 community members
supporting Council’s approach to build a new
grocery store in town.  With this evidence of
community’s support, Council will continue to
work hard and proceed on this project to
ensure that a new grocery store will be
delivered for the community.  The survey
results will also help Council determine the
type of façade for the new shop and types
of products and services that should be
provided by the new retailer.
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Darren Mol lenoyux

Supermarket 

Council thanks the community for completing
the survey and assisting in providing
guidance, and will take on board the feedback
received.  This includes the financial
management of the project and ensuring that
Council will make every effort and be
conscious of any financial
impact on the ratepayers and community.

Council is aware that the community are keen
to see some action and progress towards the
new building, please be assured that Council
is also working hard to progress the new
supermarket.  There are a lot of processes,
red tape and steps to go through, and Council
is being thorough in its approach whilst
aiming to move things as quickly as possible
This is a once in a generation project and we
need to ensure that it is right for the future
of the Shire and community.



Quarter  3  2020

Darren Mol lenoyux

Main Street Revitlisation 

Council’s plans for the revitalisation of the
main street are progressing, and with the
strong support for the temporary parklets,
the new permanent parklets will be amongst
one of the first projects undertaken. Council
has also attracted funding from CBH to assist
with the revamp of the Amphitheatre and
with a "Saluting Their Service" Grant for a new
additional memorial, which will be undertaken
in 2021.  Council will be making further
announcements regarding the main street
revitalisation in the New Year. The new shop
design will also be part of these plans.

Grant Funding

Council has received various grants in recent
times which will assist in the delivery of a
variety of projects and assist in the economic
recovery of our community following the
impacts of Covid19.  Whilst these funds are
significant, unfortunately the construction of
the new shop does not meet the criteria.

Council has received two significant grants
with funds received for Drought Funding and
the Local Community Infrastructure Program
to assist in the economic recovery.  Council
has identified various infrastructure projects
that meet the eligibility criteria and guidelines,
which are currently being assessed for
approval by the Federal Government. 
Council hopes to make an announcement of
these exciting projects early in 2021.
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I would like to thank Councillors and staff for
their dedication and support during 2020, it
has been a team effort that has ensured we
have guided and delivered for our community
during this year.  I also thank the community
for their part in showing their support,
patience and trust in the Shire during the
pandemic and temporary grocery store.

Take care, enjoy time with
your family and friends over
the Christmas period and
look forward to a positive and
productive 2021.



S H I R E  O F  B R U C E

R O C K  W I N S  A W A R D

F O R  T E M P O R A R Y

G R O C E R Y  S T O R E  

Council would like to provide an
update on the Temporary
Supermarket currently being
operated out of the Shire Hall. We
are extremely appreciative of the
community support the initiative
has received, which is now
operating as a fully stocked grocery
store providing a full range of
groceries and ancillary products
expected for a town of our size.

The dual effort and support of the
Shire of Bruce Rock and the Local
Community was recently recognised
at the Australian Resilience Awards,
where the Grocery Store Project
was announced as the State Winner
and is now a finalist in the National
Resilience Awards.
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Darren Mollenoyux (CEO), Melissa Schilling (EA) and Stephen Strange
(Shire President) accepting the state award.
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Moving forward, Council is
progressing with the construction of
a new permanent Grocery Store. At
the Ordinary Meeting of Council held
Thursday 19th November 2020,
Council endorsed the signing of a
contract for the purchase of the old
Mason’s Shopping Centre site. Over
the past few months, Council has
been working with an independent
retail consultant to assist and guide a
clear path forward for the
construction of a new grocery store
on this site and the various retail
options to lease and operate the new
independent business. Council
intends to run the temporary store
until the construction is completed
and the new store is fully operational.

To date, Council has received funding
to assist with the construction of the
store from various avenues. Council
will utilise $45,000 of funds
generated through the 3% rates
increase, $375,000 of federal funding
and along with a significant donation
towards the project, Council intends
to take out a long-term loan to assist
in funding a portion of the project.
These amounts will greatly assist this
project to come to fruition.
Contributions from individuals,
organisations or businesses are most
welcomed and will be greatly
appreciated. Council will continue to
work towards ensuring we have a
building that will serve the
community for generations to come.

Over the coming weeks, there will
be independent surveys and
consultations held by Caroline
Robinson of the Wheatbelt Business
Network to gather feedback and
evidence of community support for
the running of the temporary
supermarket and the construction
of a new shop.

Council will soon be engaging an
architect to prepare and design
the new building to accommodate
the Grocery Store. Council will
provide further updates and
consultation as we progress, and
we assure the public every
endeavor is being taken to bring
this project to fruition as soon as
practicable.

Council thanks the community for
its support and patience during
this period and look forward to
the delivery of this project. In the
lead up to Christmas and beyond,
remember to shop local and
support all businesses in town. For
further enquiries contact Darren
Mollenoyux 0428 611 377 or
Stephen Strange on 0429 611 324
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Community Update
Council are pleased to announce that in
partnership with the Department of
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions
(DBCA) Bruce's Rock has gotten a facelift. The
site has been cleaned up, and three seating
areas have been established making the
reserve the perfect place for your next picnic.
An interpretative information shelter has
been installed, which details the history of
sandalwood in the area and its significance to
Bruce Rock, flora and fauna that can be
spotted on the reserve, the history of the
reserve, and a map of other DBCA reserves in
the wheatbelt region which can be enjoyed by
all. Further upgrades to Bruce’s Rock are likely
to happen in the 2021/22 financial year with
directional signage and additional
interpretative information.

The grass green at Shackleton Bowling Club
has been replaced with a brand new seven
rink synthetic green. The Shackleton Bowling
Club were a recipient of the Shire of Bruce
Rock Sporting Facilities Grant, which funded
one third of the project. The remaining two
thirds were funded by the Shackleton
Bowling Club, whose members must be
commended on their fundraising efforts,
commitment to the projects and in-kind
donations. Project like these require great
dedication, and the Shackleton Bowling Club
have been working towards the new green
for many years. 

22 first year medical students from Curtin
and Notre Dame will once again be visiting
Bruce Rock in March 2020. The aim of the
program is to expose medical students early
in their study to rural life, and to encourage
them to consider completing practical units
and eventually working in regional Australia.
The students will be here Tuesday 16 March
– Friday 19 March. The students are busy
during the days visiting organisations,
facilities and businesses in towns, and at
night are billeted by local families. If you
would be interested in billeting 2 or more
medical students in 2021 please contact
Community Development Officer, Caris
Negri on 9061 1377 or
cdo@brucerock.wa.gov.au
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The new green ensures continuity of the
Shackleton Bowling Club, which is the only
sport still offered in the Shackleton
townsite, and by association also ensure the
continued viability of the Shackleton &
Districts Club.

Bruce’s Rock Redevelopment

Shackleton Bowling Green

Wheatbelt Medical Students
Immersion Program
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Gardeners have been busy all over
town keeping the parks, garden beds
and public areas tidy. 
If anyone sees a break in any of the
reticulation can you let the office
know so it can be fixed straight away. 
The oval has had a makeover over
the past month. It has been cored
and top dressed and is now coming
back with gusto! Let’s hope we don’t
have too many hot days to reduce
the watering and save the water in
our dam.

WORKS REPORT
David  Hol land
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There has been some maintenance
grading done in the lead up to the
Christmas break after some roads
were badly corrugated. The patching
truck crew have also been out
patching in various places
throughout the Shire, in between
traffic management and rolling
duties for the construction crew.

Maintenance Grading
& Patching

Town Gardens

Town Crew

Construction Crew

From Crews &
Manager

1

2

3

4

5
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Maintenance Grading & Patching

Town Gardens & Rec Centre



We would like to remind motorists to show
caution and take care when travelling
through roadworks throughout the
regions and State.  Every effort is taken to
minimize the impact of traffic flow during
roadworks, but please obey the signage
and be patient as there are sometimes
delays or minor holdups. Council and its
staff appreciate your patience and
understanding.
As it has come into the festive season,
please be reminded there are a lot of
people moving around the State and to
slow down-it’s not worth your life, and
another five or ten minutes is not really a
lot of time. 
Please have a safe journey wherever
you travel over the Christmas and New
Year. 

I would like to thank all my crew for the
work they have done throughout the year
with the constraints and uncertainty of
COVID-19 and other problems we have
faced. I would like to wish everyone a
Merry Christmas and a safe and happy
New Year.

The final part of the construction program
on the Bruce Rock Narembeen Road has
been completed with only the line marking
to be finished in the coming months.
The Shire's 2020/21 Capital Works budget
has now started, with the Black Spot
project on the Wogarl and Totadgin Road
intersection. In the new year the crew will
be going onto Council's gravel sheeting
program.
There will be a skeleton crew over the
break so if anyone sees any areas of
gravel or sealed roads that need attention,
or extra tree pruning while we are in the
area please give the office a call.

The town crew have been busy
completing various sections of footpaths
around town that have needed repairing.
The crew have also been busy doing some
minor private works jobs such as small
pads and repairs in the lead up to
Christmas. 
The crew will start their bridge
replacement program when they return in
2021.
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Town Crew

Construction Crew

From the Crews

From the Works Manager



NATURAL RESOURCES
MANAGEMENT 

Mandy Schilling

For more information, please
contact Natural Resources

Management Officer, Mandy
Schilling on 9061 1377 or

nrmo@brucerock.wa.gov.au
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The Origo Weather Station has been installed at the
Bruce Rock Air Strip. The Station can be used for up-to-
date temperature, humidity, rainfall and wind
measurements. 

If you wish to log in, please follow the details below:
https://cloud.origo.farm
Username - bruce.rock
Password – weather

You can save the webpage to your home screen on your
phone or tablet so you can access it as an app. If you
have any problems doing this, please contact Mandy
Schilling at the Shire Office.

We have recently been successful in receiving a grant
through the Community Stewardships Program- 
 “Protect and enhance Kumminin Rock by connecting the
Community.” We are very excited to start this project in
early 2021. The improved Rock will have a revegetated
area with a 12-seat table, shelter and an information
board that will build knowledge about conserving
biodiversity and take action to keep the environment
sustainable. Keep a look out for progress updates.

Origo Weather Station

Grant Funding 



MEET THE TEAM
CRAIG SMITH

 YouTube Fishing 
 Big Bash
 YouTube 4 wheel driving 
 News

Job position: Workshop Manager

How Long have you worked at the shire? 2
Weeks
What is the best part of your job? The people
I work with, finding new challenges and the
country lifestyle. 
What are your hobbies/community interests?
Camping, Fishing, Four wheel driving,
shooting.

Rank your top 4 TV shows/Movies/Books:
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is the most interesting place you have
visited? Tasmania 

What is your favourite sports team? Eagles

TERESA COUSINS

 Books  Maeve Binchly or Nora Roberts    
 TV – CSI , Law and Order, NCIS 
 Podcasts – True Crime Chronicals

Job position: Payroll Officer 

How Long have you worked at the shire? 1.5 Years

What is the best part of your job? Meeting
and Interacting with different people than where I
live. And catching up with people I have met over
the years in the district

What are your hobbies/community interests?
Other than spending time with the family, Spending
time in the Sewing room, Patchworking mainly.

Rank your top 4 TV shows/Movies/Books:
1.
2.
3.

What is the most interesting place you have
visited? Lucky to  visit: The USA few years ago,
Banff Canada would have to have been the most
spectacular place we went.  With an Ahh moment
everyday. Such a beautiful place.

What is your favourite sports team? Well,  I'm
supposed to say West Coast Eagles, but
underneath , I have a little lining of Purple and
White for my dad.
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CHRISTMAS

TRADING HOURS

Shire Of Bruce Rock 

For any enquiries please contact the Shire Office

ADMIN@BRUCEROCK.WA.GOV.AU| 90611377

Wednesday 23rd
Thursday 24th 
Friday 25th
 
Monday 28th 
Tuesday 29th
Wednesday 30th 
Thursday 31st 
Friday 1st 

Monday 4th

Normal Hours
Closed at 12pm 

Christmas Day Closed

Closed
Closed
Closed 

New Year's Eve Closed
New Year's Closed

 
Resume usual hours
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BRUCE ROCK
SUPERMARKET

Thursday 24th            
Friday 25th 
Saturday 26th              
Sunday 27th 
Monday 28th           
Tuesday 29th             
Wednesday 30th        
Thursday 31st           
Friday 1st               
Saturday 2nd                     
Sunday 3rd           
Monday  4th           

8.30am - 3.00pm 
Public Holiday

Closed
Closed

Public Holiday
8.30am - 5.00pm
8.30am - 5.00pm
8.30am - 4.00pm
New Year's Day

Closed
Closed

Resume Normal Hours

CHRISTMAS
TRADING HOURS

For any enquiries please contact the
Supermarket

BRUCEROCKSUPERMARKET@GMAIL .COM| 0408 000 140

> No cash after
2.30pm

> No cash after
3.30pm


