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Community Briefing
A community briefing on the proposed Bruce Rock Supermarket development, was held at the
Bruce Rock District Club at 6.00pm on Monday 25 October. The briefing, which was attended
by 150 community members, was intended to provide an overview of the project including
indicative costing and design elements, and to give residents an opportunity to have their
thoughts on the project heard. This document provides a summary of the presentations
delivered at the briefing. The Shire are encouraged by the overwhelmingly positive response
from those who attended and with no major concerns being raised, are reassured that the
community supports their decision to build a new supermarket.

Shire of Bruce Rock
Presenters:

Cr. Stephen Strange, Chief Executive Officer Darren Mollenoyux

As the community are aware, the Shire of Bruce Rock, upon losing the town’s only
supermarket – Masons, took immediate action to ensure that residents had access to basic
groceries and household essentials by setting up a temporary grocery store in the town hall.
While this arrangement has served the needs of the community over the past 18 months, it is
not a suitable, long-term solution.
Once the temporary grocery store was established, the Shire Council and staff turned their
attention to a more permanent solution. Investigation was undertaken to identify a suitable
location for a new supermarket and to assess retail options. Through this process it was
determined that:
a) The old Mason’s site represented the best option for a new supermarket development and
accordingly the Shire proceeded with a purchase of the land.
b) The assistance of an industry expert was needed to guide the Shire in identifying a
sustainable retail model for the new supermarket. Rob Hubbard of Retail Resource Company
was subsequently appointed through an open and competitive process.
Rob Hubbard is a retail consultant and licensed recruiter with many years of experience. Rob
developed a ‘Supermarket Strategy’ and investigated at length the feasibility of a
supermarket for Bruce Rock. Based on the advice provided by Rob, Council determined that
the best way forward was to build the supermarket and then attract a retailer to lease the
building.
In December 2020 a survey was conducted by an independent consultant to gauge the
community's views on the Shire’s intent to construct a new Supermarket. In total 211
submissions were received and 98% of respondents indicated that they were supportive of
the decision to construct a new building and attract a retailer. This cemented the Shire’s
resolve to move forward with the project.
The Shire have and are continuing to lobby State Ministers and Local Members of both State
and Federal Government, to secure public funding for the construction of the new
supermarket. A grant application to the Regional Economic Development Grants Scheme has
been submitted and additional funding avenues are being explored.
Shire President, Cr. Stephen Strange, emphasized that Council believe the proposed
Supermarket development is an intergenerational solution that will serve the community of
Bruce Rock now and into the future. The decision to build the Supermarket was based on
thorough research and investigation, expert advice and knowing that Council had the support
of the community behind them.

Office of Regional Architecture
Presenters:

Director and Principal Architect, Rosalie Pech Eva,
Project Architect, Brad Wetherall

The Office of Regional Architecture (ORA) is an accredited architectural practice, based in
Brookton, offering a full range of architectural and planning services to clients in regional
Western Australia.
ORA were awarded, through a competitive tender process, the contract to design and project
manage the construction of the Bruce Rock Supermarket.
ORA’s Director and Principal Architect, Rosalie Pech Eva, and Project Architect, Brad
Wetherall, have prepared a conceptual design for the proposed Bruce Rock Supermarket,
which was developed through extensive consultation with retail consultants and the Shire of
Bruce Rock. The brief for this design was that it needed to:
a)Meet the needs of any prospective retail tenant.
b)Allow for future enterprise development within the building to
meet the evolving needs of the community; and
c)Add to the visual appeal of the main street while staying true
to its heritage.
ORA are continuing their research into cost effective and
durable construction materials giving consideration to the
current

building

environment,

which

is

experiencing

an

unprecedented escalation of costs due to the scarcity of both
resources and labour.
Image to the right: Visual representation of the current
construction environment

Bruce Rock Progress Association
Presenters:

Kathleen and Campbell Schilling

The Bruce Rock Progress Association have a goal to raise $100,000 toward the costs of
constructing the new supermarket. A fundraising barometer has been placed in the window of
the Community Resource Centre to track progress toward this fundraising goal.
The Progress Association have secured a small lease block, which has been cropped and
managed entirely through donations from local businesses and farming families. The
estimated income from this year’s crop is $35,000, which will go a long way toward achieving
the fundraising target.

In addition to the cropping program, the Progress Association are

aiming to raise funds through donations of grain during the coming harvest, and through the
contribution of cans and bottles to the Containers for Change scheme.

CBH Grower Number: 40556706
Containers for Change Number: C10510054
Fundraising Contact: Kathleen Schilling 0427 611 108
Cropping Contact: Campbell Schilling 0427 980 158
Email Contact: bkprogressassociation@gmail.com

Project
Budget
Funds secured to date:

Funding Shortfall

Local Roads & Community Infrastructure $1,428,000

Approximately $335,000 - $835,000

Program

Avenues to fund the shortfall:

Community Donations:

Additional grants

Confirmed

$218,000

Council reserves

Forecast

$100,000

Community fundraising

Council Reserve Funds Budgeted

$169,000

Increasing Treasury loan

Pending Application to the Regional

$250,000

Economic Development Grants Scheme
Treasury Loan

$1,500,000*

TOTAL

$3,665,000

*Note. Treasury loan repayments are approximately
$100,000 per year over a 20 year loan

Concept
Designs

Questions & Answers
01. Is it possible to include lottery in the new supermarket if it is not
available locally in the future?
Not specifically, however the supermarket design allows for future enterprise development
to meet the needs of the community.

02. Will there be solar panels on the roof? If so, given the expanse of the
roof, is there also an opportunity for rainwater capture and storage as an
added eco design element?
Yes, the building has been designed with PV cells. Rainwater harvesting has not currently
been incorporated into the design and structural engineers would need to be consulted to
ensure that the roof can take the load. There is also limited space for water storage.

03. Are the supermarket aisles and parking going to be suitable for people
with limited mobility?
Everything (e.g., parking, aisle width, rails/ramps, etc.) will be designed and built to be
universally accessible. This is a requirement to meet code.

04. How many checkouts will there be?
Currently there is provision for three checkouts. However, the final fit out of the building will
be designed to meet the requirements of the retailer.

05. Where are we currently at in terms of attracting someone to run the
supermarket?
It is not possible to go to the market until the design is finalised. However, retail expert Rob
Hubbard has run the numbers on the supermarket, and it stacks up really well so we are
confident that we will be able to attract a retailer.

06. How will the Shire and the Progress Association communicate with the
community on progress with the supermarket and fundraising efforts?
It is acknowledged that not everyone is on social media or receives the 'Rock Review', so the
Shire and the Progress Association will ensure there is plenty of advertising so that
everyone is informed and has the opportunity to contribute to fundraising efforts. There will
also be regular verbal updates at the Club, and the Shire President, Councillors and CEO
have offered to attend community and sporting group meetings to provide updates, on
request.

07. Not everyone can afford to donate money to the fundraising efforts.
What other things can we do to help?
In-kind contributions (e.g., time and labour) are just as valuable as monetary donations.
There will be ample opportunity for everyone to get involved.

08. Will the new supermarket sell hot chickens?
Those details are largely at the discretion of the retailer.

